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Christian Education Network Kāhui Ako 

Plan for the session: 

3.00pm Connect over kai
3.15pm Welcome & Karakia
3.20pm Whanaungatanga
3.30pm Explore: Critical Pedagogies
3.45pm Learn:  Critical Literacy
4.15pm Connect to the Classroom
4.30pm Reflection



Karakia
 Access from the CENCOL website 

www.cencol.co.nz 

Username: cencolguest 

Password:   Network

http://www.cencol.co.nz


Karakia
 Access from the CENCOL website 

E te Atua 
Homai ki a mātou 
Tōu māramatanga 
Tōu rangimārie 
Tōu kaha 
Me tōu aroha mō tēnei rā 
Āmine 

God,
give to us

your enlightenment

your peace

your strength

and your love for this day

Amen

 



Whanaungatanga

   

Te tātari arohaehae 
Critical Analysis

→ share interpretations to compare how 
people’s different knowledge and experiences 
influence the meaning they make from texts 

Using the OHO cards as an oral language activity.  



Whanaungatanga
   

Te tātari arohaehae 
Critical Analysis
We are learning to
→ share interpretations to compare how people’s different 
knowledge and experiences influence the meaning they make 
from texts 

1. Put a selection of “place” cards in the middle of 
each table so they can be seen. 

2. Each person chooses a place card that they 
consider a place of significance in a book they have 
read. 

3. Take turns to explain to your group why you think 
this place in significant in that particular book. 

4. Compare perspectives on the place that you talked 
about. Do others see it the same way you do?    



5 Focus Areas

Focus Area 1:
Clear 
expectations 
for teaching 
and learning 
to guide 
effective 
practice. 

Common Practice 
Model

Critical Literacy
Where does this sit in the refresh? 

Critical 
Pedagogies



Critical Pedagogies from the Common Practice Model 

Critical Pedagogies is one of the shared 
pedagogical approaches in the Common 
Practice Model. 

Within this are Critical Literacy and 
Critical Maths. 

● “Critical literacy recognises that 
texts are socially constructed 
and not neutral, and involves 
interrogating and constructing 
texts”

● “Critical Maths is about using maths 
to think critically about societal issues 
and where appropriate take action. “

Where the common practice model fits. 



Critical Pedagogies statement from 
the Common Practice Model 

“A critical pedagogical approach 
supports ākonga to develop insights and 
skills to participate in and contribute to 

society. “

Page 8 - Critical Pedagogies
Common Practice Model

How does this statement align with your 
school values? 

Does your group see this approach as an 
opportunity?   

BRAINSTORM



   Critical Literacy Overview  
● It is a critical analysis tool 
● It involves critical thinking but involves 

a creative outcome such as a written 
response, oral discussion, visual or 
digital outcome. 

● It recognises texts are socially 
constructed and not neutral

● It explores the relationship between 
language and power

● It explores what power relationships 
and perspectives are portrayed in the 
text



Task: Critical Literacy

1) Read the various definitions
2) Think “What resonates with me?”

“What an I not sure about?”
3) Discuss your thoughts with your group
4) Collaboratively fill out the SWOT 

analysis



1) Critical Literacy is not new in the NZ 
curriculum. This is from a NZ curriculum publication in 2012: 

Critical Literacy is: 
● questioning how knowledge is constructed 

and used
● investigating whether the writer has the 

authority to speak for a group or position 
or to tell particular stories

● considering how power relationships are 
established and whether a text includes or 
excludes particular readers or perspectives

● examining the ways in which texts can 
position a reader.

https://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/Curriculum-resources/NZC-Updates/Issue-23-July-2012/Critical-literacy


2) Pranaati Kumar
(Watch her Ted Talk here)  

Pranaati Kumar, an American born Indian and 
advocate of critical literacy simplifies it as:

 I read something
I learn something

  I share it with the world 

She says critical literature can 
● cultivate conscious and empathetic citizens and 

make us all better for it. 
● Enable us to reflect on what we read and 

connect to the world through it. 
● Reminds us to use books as a mirror and a 

window

    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JOax8QU3Jrk


3) Critical Literacy
“Critical literacy is the ability to actively 
read books that promotes a deeper 
understanding of socially constructed 
concepts; such as power, inequality, and 
injustice in human relationships. Critical 
literacy encourages individuals to 
understand and question the attitudes, 
values, and beliefs of written texts, visual 
applications, and spoken words.” text 
cited from ThinkCritically.

http://thinkcritically.weebly.com/critical-literacy.html


4) Critical literacy practices 
encourage students to use language 
to question the everyday world, 
interrogate the relationship between 
language and power, analyze 
popular culture and media, 
understand how power relationships 
are socially constructed, and 
consider actions that can be taken 
to promote social justice.



Critical Literacy in action

6 minutes 30

Showcasing: Students in British Columbia Canada 
housing critical literacy to learn about residential 
schools for indigenous people in Canada.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yuamzeQX6c4


Think back to your brainstorm about critical 
literacy and your school values. 

What opportunities do you see for us 
as Christian Schools to leverage 
critical literacy with regards to 

growing our students in Christian 
Character. 

Explore: Seeing an opportunity

  Discuss with your group. 



Some “WHY’S” for teaching critical literacy

● It incorporates critical thinking
● The critical thinking involved helps students improve 

comprehension, listening and questioning skills
● It can enable safe and robust discussions
● An antidote to Fake News, misinformation and disinformation
● It can promote Christian values
- Christians are called to be discerning
- Christians are called to help and love others

From Scott’s resource



And this is my prayer: 
that your love may 
abound more and 
more in knowledge 
and depth of insight, 
10 so that you may 
be able to discern 
what is best and may 
be pure and 
blameless for the day 
of Christ, 

Dear friends, do not believe 
every spirit, but test the spirits 
to see whether they are from 

God, because many false 
prophets have gone out into 

the world.
1 John 1:4

Let no one deceive you 
with empty words, for 
because of such things 
God’s wrath comes on 
those who are disobedient.
Ephesians 5:6

Called to be  Discerning



Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart 
and with all your soul 
and with all your mind 
and with all your 
strength.’  
The second is this: 
‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ There is no 
commandment 
greater than these.”

Mark 12:30-31

He has shown you, O mortal, what is 
good.

    And what does the LORD require of 
you?

To act justly and to love mercy
    and to walk humbly with your God.

Micah 6:8

“Enough! You’ve corrupted justice long 
enough,

    you’ve let the wicked get away with 
murder.

You’re here to defend the defenseless,
    to make sure that underdogs get a fair 

break;
Your job is to stand up for the powerless,

    and prosecute all those who exploit 
them.”

The Message Psalm 82:3-4

Called to Empathy, Kindness, Loving Others



Connect to the classroom 
Where is critical literacy in the English 
curriculum?  

Overview Page 5 “Critical Analysis”

Year 1-3   Page 7  “Critical Analysis”  
  Phase 1 

Year 4-6  Page 11 “Critical Analysis”
 Phase 2

Year 7-8   Page 13 “Critical Analysis”
 Phase 3

Year 9-10 Page 15 “Critical Analysis”
Phase 4



Connect to the classroom 

1. Watch Voices in the Park by 
Antony Browne

2. Use the Thinking Tool to plan how 
you could use this or another 
book to teach critical analysis 
from the new English curriculum. 



Connect to the classroom 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N2genqtP9Co




Reflection



From Scott
Link to Exemplar

https://sites.google.com/urumanuka.org.nz/giraffescantdance-gilesandreae/home


From Scott



From Scott



From Scott





Link to 
the 
article

From Scott

https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/300906113/this-rnz-story-is-probably-more-complicated-than-first-thought
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/300906113/this-rnz-story-is-probably-more-complicated-than-first-thought
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/300906113/this-rnz-story-is-probably-more-complicated-than-first-thought

